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Lonn Stevenson

Lonn Stevenson is Hoffman Transport, Inc.’ Driver of the Month for March. Lonn
has been with the company since October of 2017 and is part of our local driving
fleet. Lonn is a safe and dependable driver and has been an asset to our growing
fleet. If you see Lonn on the yard or at a customer, please congratulate him on a
job well done.
Lonn, please stop up and see Ryan for a special “Thank You” from Hoffman
Transport.

HOFFMAN TRANSPORT, INC. 485 MASON DIXON ROAD

GREENCASTLE

PA 17225 (717) 597 7117 www.hoffmantransport.com

Reggie Nevels

Jared Gossert

Driver

License Expires

Driver

Appointment

Phil Dumas

3/01/19

Andrew Pheabus

3/04/19 @ 16:00

Nicholas Horton

3/29/19

Jerry McClanhan

3/19/19 @ 15:00

*It is the DRIVERS responsibility to get
a copy of your new license to Safety before it expires. Failure to do this WILL
result in discipline.*

Remember to take your new medical card to
the DMV to get it synced to your license.
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From January 2019

Aaron Wieland

Ken Carpenter

Greg Pheabus

Paul Demers

Adam Shade

Charles Miller

Jacob Dejernett

Phil Dumas

Alan Shives

Chris Varner

Jerry McClanahan

Ron Lockhart

Al Shenk

Cory Grantham

Jim Mellott

Ron Wolfe

Albert Hite

Curtis Brandle

Joe Myerly

Ross Keeney

Andrew Justice

Daryl Anders

Dave Frankton

Ryan Minella

Andrew Pheabus

Dawn Smith

Jon Youmans

Steve Pastore

Angie Miller

Dennis Yokum

Jon Tabler

Tom Cusic

Art Fickes

Doug Herrington

Josh Shetler

Tyler Kerns

Barry Peck

Doug Ledford

Josh Johnson

Wayne Arbogast

Bill Dunigan

Drew Vignali

Ken Roberts

Bill Fitz

Eddie Kelbaugh

Lonn Stevenson

Bill Woods

Sonny Hoffman

Michael Day

Brad Plunkard

Eldon Robison

Mike Weir

Brian Whittington

Eric Harry

Nick Horton

Carl Young

Eric Shorter

Otis Williams

Drivers with no more than 1 HOS violation under 10 minutes, no more than 1 missed fuel stop, and no more than 2 fuel stopoffs within 5 minutes.

Alphonso Robinson

Noah James

Charles Harris

Jeff Davy

Ken Stahl

Tyler Belcher

Maurice Henderson
Number of
Drivers in each
category
58

# of Drivers

%

Category

71

82%

Violation Free

7

71

10%

Honorable Mention

6

71

8%

Not Applicable
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Steve Pastore

Chryle Hartley

Karl Wenzl

Al Shenk
David Krause

Art Fickes

Albert Hite
Branden James
Nicholas
Horton
James Williams

Happy Work Anniversary
Roger Davis
Art Fickes
David Krause
Daniel Rife

38 years
10 years
4 years
5 years

Adrianne Robison 4 years
Al Shenk
31 years
Otis Williams
3 years

Thank you for being a part of the Hoffman team!
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Congratulations to Branden
James on the birth of his
son, Noah Bellamy James.
Noah made an early arrival
on February 10, 2019
weighing 7 lbs, 6 oz and
measuring 20 1/2 in. Both
mom and baby are doing
great!

Please make sure you are fueling reefers when you bring them to the yard. In the
last 2 weeks we have found several reefers that have been dropped on the dirty
line with less than half a tank, as well as loaded reefers containing dry loads that
have not been topped off by the returning drivers. It does not matter if the reefer
is empty or has a dry load; if you bring the reefer to the yard, you must fuel it.
You, the driver, will be charged $25.00 if you do not fuel the reefer. Fueling the
reefer is not only a requirement, but a professional courtesy to the next driver
who must take that reefer out for delivery.
-Derek
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Winter can be very unforgiving. Every year we read about drivers who perish in their trucks during
extended road closures where the driver goes off the road or runs into impassable conditions. It can
be hours or sometimes days before help arrives. Would you or your drivers be able to stay warm
and safe if you were caught in such a situation?
Here are five tips that will help keep drivers alive if the worst should happen.

1. Keep Fuel Tanks Full
Your engine is your only reliable source of heat, so you need to keep it running. You stand a much
better chance of surviving if you have enough fuel to last a day or two stranded at roadside. Tanks
that are less than half full also have greater risk of gelling or freezing, because the water that is
always in diesel fuel has less fuel in which to disperse. That means there's more water present per
gallon, and that increases the possibility of freezing up.
You can prevent fuel from gelling by using anti-gel additives, or even a cupful of basic rubbing
alcohol (alcohol absorbs water) if you're in a pinch, but you can't un-gel your fuel with an additive.
The idea is to prevent it from happening in the first place.

2. Keep Emergency Rations in the Cab
Most of us would not starve to death if we went without food for a day or two, but it can get pretty
uncomfortable. In addition, eating generates body heat, so it's important that you consume some
food, and especially water, if you're storm stayed. It's a good idea to stock a small supply of highcalorie snacks for emergency use, such as candy bars, granola bars, easy-to-heat meals, and dried
fruits and nuts (such as trail mix).
A couple of cans of soup or ready-to-eat canned food is useful if you have a means to heat it (don't
forget to buy pop-top cans or include a can opener in your emergency kit), but you can always use
some alternate source of heat such as the defroster, the engine exhaust manifold, or a can of
Sterno. Put a small stash aside and leave it alone until you need it.

3. Be prepared to stay warm
A winter survival kit is a must for any driver on an irregular route where you don't know where you
might be going next. Don’t lull yourself into thinking that because you run the same busy four-lane
highway all the time that you might not need it. That kind of thinking kills people. Driver who run
remote, less-traveled roads in winter carry winter kits, but it’s usually not those folks we read about
after a storm. Winter coats, boots, etc. can be purchased cheap at Goodwill stores and used clothing
shops. Don't go without because of the high cost of new winter clothing.
Warm clothing is a must. It's far better to have and not use it than need it and be without:
•
•
•
•
•

A good winter coat, mitts and a hat, at the very least
A pair of thermal underwear or several T-shirts you can layer on
Several pairs of heavy socks in case one pair gets wet
Insulated coveralls for working outside the truck in winter
A quality pair of winter boots.
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4. Pack a Winter Tool Kit
One can easily go overboard prepping for a winter emergency, but no tool is more important than
the one you don't have. These would be the essentials, and perhaps surprisingly, not all drivers
equip themselves with even these basics.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Several small cans of Sterno (gelled alcohol used to keep food warm) or candles (good for
a little heat and light), butane lighter, plug-in rechargeable flashlight (flashlight batteries
are always dead when you really need them).
Sleeping bag for additional warmth
Spare fuel filter and a filter wrench to change filter, and written instructions on how to
change a fuel filter if you’re not sure how it’s done
Anti-gel fuel additive
Air-line antifreeze with instruction from the shop supervisor on how to use it
Windshield ice scraper
A large bag of road salt or cat litter for traction
Truck drivers may think
because they travel along
busy four-lane highways
they don't need to plan for
winter emergencies, but
that's a dangerous

5. Have a Survival Strategy
If you find yourself stranded and isolated and not going anywhere because of foul winter weather,
don't panic. Take stock of the situation and assess your options – which are usually limited to waiting
it out until the road is cleared or help arrives to get you going again.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Try to alert someone to your situation so they know where you are
Consider your fuel supply and how long you might be able to leave the engine idling to
keep warm. Engines burn one to two gallons per hour at high idle, so roughly speaking
you'll need 30-40 gallons of fuel to idle for 24 hours
If your fuel is low, idle sparingly; run it long enough to warm the cab and then shut it off
again
If you have a downdraft exhaust, dig out any snow around it so you aren't overcome by
carbon monoxide fuels, and always crack open a window when the engine is running
If you're gelled up and the engine won't run, use your batteries sparingly. The cold will limit
their effectiveness too at some point
Don't leave the truck in search of shelter. Inside you have some protection from the
elements, and body heat will help warm the inside of the cab
Dress warmly even when inside
If you sleep, set an alarm to wake you periodically so you don't slip into hyperthermia.

Winter survival begins with preparedness, so if you or your drivers don't currently have any of the
supplies we mentioned, consider finding them as soon as you can. Come springtime, pack it all up in
a box and stow it for next winter – except the food.

7

Below are the Performance Bonus Winners for January 2019. If you see your name, please see Ryan to
collect your winnings.

Team 1

1

Top
Top
10%
50%
$100.00 $50.00

2

$100.00 $50.00

7.07

342

Herrington, D

3

$50.00

6.97

331

Williams, K

4

$50.00

6.8

341

Johnson, J

5

$50.00

6.79

353

Belcher, T

6

$50.00

6.79

336

Kelbaugh, E

7

$50.00

6.64

394

Pheabus, A

*

MPG

Trk

Name

7.52

333

Wieland, A

Team 2
*

Top 10% Top 50%

MPG

Trk

Name

1

$100.00 $50.00

7.87

397

Whittington, B

2

$50.00

7.62

413

Bingaman, R

3

$50.00

7.54

415

Robison, E

4

$50.00

7.51

400

Cusic, T

5

$50.00

7.42

399

Fitz, B

6

$50.00

7.37

405

Fickes, A

7

$50.00

7.26

406

Carpenter, K

8

$50.00

7.13

417

Stahl, K
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Rear End Crashes
Rear-end crashes typically result in severe losses and can be catastrophic for everyone involved. Preventing
rear-end crashes requires drivers to recognize the hazards that increase the odds of a crash, know the defense,
and to react properly.

Recognize the Hazards
Environment – Both wet and dry road conditions can affect traction and the vehicle’s stopping distance.
Likewise, sun, glare, fog and other environmental factors can be distracting and reduce visibility, thus
affecting perception and reaction times.
Equipment – Insufficient tread depth on tires or out-of-adjustment brakes can reduce a driver’s ability to stop
the truck safely. Likewise, an empty or lightly-laden trailer may make stopping a tractor-trailer more difficult.
Personal Behaviors – Distracted driving, speeding, driving too fast for conditions, and tailgating are unsafe
driving behaviors that increase the risk of a rear-end crash. Likewise, driving while ill, fatigued, or under the
influence of alcohol or drugs can affect one’s ability to perceive hazards and react in time.

Know the Defense
Vehicle Inspections – Check tires for sufficient tread depth and ensure brakes are properly adjusted. If
hauling an empty or lightly-laden trailer, factor the lack of trailer weight into your following distance so you
can stop the truck in time.
Avoid Distractions – Focus on the task of driving, and avoid distractions inside and outside the cab. Talking
or texting on the phone and eating or drinking while driving divert your attention away from the hazards in
front of you.
Observe Proper Speeds for Conditions – Reduce speed by at least 2-3 mph below the flow of traffic, not to
exceed the posted speed limit. Adjust your speed based on the hazards present, including construction and
school zones.
Maintain Proper Following Distance – Keep a minimum of six seconds behind the vehicle in front, and add
at least one second more for each additional hazard present, like rain, sun glare, or traffic congestion.
Be Attentive to the Road Ahead – Watch for traffic slowing or stopping ahead, then get off the accelerator
and apply controlled braking. Perceiving hazards sooner allows more time to react.
React Properly to Hazards – When traffic ahead stops, try to stay in one lane and avoid abrupt lane changes.
If you feel fatigued or distracted, pull over and rest or resolve any issues so you can return your focus to
driving.
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Answer Key

marshland
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