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Barry Peck is our Driver of  the Month for January 2021.  Bar-
ry has been a local, home daily driver for HTI since September 
2017.  Barry is a hard-worker and a safe driver.  We are very 
glad to have him on our fleet.  If  you see Barry on the yard or 
at a customer, please congratulate him on a job well done.  
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wƻŘƎŜǊ 5ŀǾƛǎ 

In addition to our Employee of  the Month, the shop has decided to vote on an 
employee of  the year. Every shop employee has casted a vote, and for the year of  2020 
Mr. Rodger Davis has been voted as Shop Employee of  the Year.  According to Rodger 
he has been with the company for 100 years. His vast knowledge of  all equipment 
trucking and farming side will lead you to believe that. We have a saying in the shop 
that goes, if  Rodger can't fix it then it can't be fixed. Rodger has coached and mentored 
many technicians over the years and has been looked up to by all of  us. No matter if  he 
is working on the farm or in the shop he is always giving it 150%.  
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Thank You From the Safety Department 
 

Karl Wenzl was involved in an incident on 11/4 that couldôve easily been a rear-end collision had 
Karl not been driving as a professional driver should be. 
  
Karl was traveling in the right lane paying attention to his mirrors and what was going on in front of 
him.  He had his seatbelt on.  He was not on the phone, or distracted. 
  
A straight truck pulled out into his lane of traffic from the right shoulder of the road. There was a car 
to Karlôs left and this truck slowly came out directly in front of him.  
  
Karl kept his cool, hit the brakes and maneuvered so he didnôt swerve into the other lane striking the 
car, also avoiding hitting the straight truck in the back. 
  
Karl ended up making minor contact with the straight truck, but avoided rear-ending him and side-
swiping the car to the left side of him.  Karl pulled off and the driver of the straight truck took off.  It is 
all on video.  
  
We are reviewing the SmartDrive video to determine who the other party was.  
  
These videos are never great to get.  But, when we have video proof of our drivers doing what they 
should be doing, it is awesome.  Thanks Karl, for being a safe, professional driver for Hoffman 
Transport. 
   

We received a SmartDrive video involving Art Fickes and a near miss collision.  Art was traveling on 
a 2-lane divided highway that was approaching an intersection.  
  
Another carrier was in the right-hand lane and Art was in the middle lane.  Art was traveling the 
speed limit, with his seatbelt on and two hands on the wheel.  He was paying attention to the traffic 
ahead.  
  
About the time he caught up to the truck in the right lane, that driver decided to merge into Artôs lane 
with no signal.  He went across that lane into the far-left lane slowly.  Art stayed in his lane and 
slowed down to let the driver over.  
  
Had Art been distracted or had he not been scanning the road ahead, this ñnear missò wouldôve 
been a ñcollisionò.  Also, had Art made a quick decision to swerve out of his lane to the left, it is pos-
sible he wouldôve hit another vehicle traveling beside him.  Art made the right decision.  
  
Thank You Art for being a professional driver for Hoffman Transport, Inc. 

 

Ryan 
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After all of the challenges we faced in 2020, many of us 
are looking forward to getting back to some kind of 
ñnormalò in 2021. Not only did COVID-19 take a mas-
sive toll on our physical and emotional health, it dealt a 
mighty blow to the economy too.  
 
The U.S. had already been in a recession by the end of 
the first quarter of 2020, one that marked the end of a 
long, historic economic expansion that began back in 
June 2009 ð and those were still the early days of the 
pandemic. Then in the second quarter, with more lockdowns going into effect 
across the country, real gross domestic product (GDP) decreased a whop-
ping 31.4%. The nationwide closure of many nonessential businesses during the 
first wave of the coronavirus also led to a 14.7% drop in retail sales. And by April, 
the unemployment rate had peaked at 14.7%. Outlooks were grim.  
 
But as stores and restaurants reopened, the economy began bouncing back. 
Things started looking up in the third quarter: GDP shot back up to an annual 
rate of 33.4%. The last quarter has been shaky, largely thanks to a second wave 
of COVID-19, but things couldôve taken a worse turn. A forecast released at 
the Federal Open Market Committee meeting in mid-December projected that 
annualized GDP growth for 2020 will end up being down 2.4%. While that may 
not be as bad as some expected, the economy hasnôt yet gained strong momen-
tum. 

Thereôs reason to be cautiously optimistic, but youôll still want to take a serious 
look at your personal finances to set yourself up for success ð and security ð in 
the coming year. 

Here are four simple things you can do to save money next year. 

1. Take stock of your finances 

One of the nice things about getting a jump on things now is it means you have 
to sit down and go through all your financial documents, your bank statements, 
your 401(k), your credit card bills and other statements and get organized. 
Thatôll start you down the road to being ready for tax day. Plus, planning ahead 
can help you avoid a big tax bill this year. For example, you might see, ñOh, I 
need to contribute to my retirement plan,ò and if you start the year off doing 
that, youôll lower your tax bill by reducing your taxable income. 

https://www.today.com/money/4-financial-tips-help-you-save-more-money-2021-today-t204417#anchor-1Takestockofyourfinances



